
Results of the 2019 Legislative Session 

The Maryland General Assembly ended Monday, April 8th at midnight.  A number of bills were introduced this session.  

For military members, veterans and the spouses of each, the following bills were passed by both houses and are awaiting 

the Governor’s signature. 

Bill Status Summary 
Date of 

Last 
Action 

Last Action 

SB105 Passed by 
House and 
Senate 

Altering the definition of "nonprofit training entity" for the purposes of 

the Maryland Veterans Service Animal Program to include an 

entity that uses trained therapy horses for interaction with veterans. 

3/26/2019 Awaiting Signature by 
Governor 

SB810 
and 
HB672 

Passed 
Senate and 
Referred to 
House. 

Establishing the Local Housing Grant Program for Homeless Veterans and 
Survivors of Domestic Violence to provide certain grants to counties for use to 
house homeless veterans and survivors of domestic violence 

4/5/2019 Awaiting Signature by 
Governor 

HB81 - 
See 
SB816 

Passed House 
and Senate 

Altering eligibility for a credit authorized against the county or 

municipal corporation property tax for the surviving spouses, who are 

at least 65 years of age, of certain veterans; providing that 

surviving spouses who are under the age of 65 and have not 

remarried may continue to receive the tax credit if the surviving 

spouses qualified for and received the tax credit before June 1, 2019; 

and applying the Act to taxable years beginning after June 30, 2019. 

(no more than 20% and for no more than 5 years) 

4/8/2019 Awaiting Signature by 
Governor 

SB521 Passed House 
and Senate 

Requiring the Maryland Department of Health to develop a certain 

action plan to increase access to and the availability of professional 

veteran health services to prevent veteran suicides. 

4/5/2019 Awaiting Signature by 
Governor 



SB852 Passed House 
and Senate 

Altering the definition of "military spouse" to include the surviving 

spouse of a service member who dies at any time before an 

application for a license; altering the definition of "veteran" to include 

former service members who have been discharged for more than 1 

year before an application for a license; requiring units of the 

Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation to issue a certain 

license to certain applicants within 60 days after receiving a completed 

application; 

4/5/2019 Awaiting Signature by 
Governor 

 

Other proposed bills were in flux at the end of the session or languished in committees.  Two bills were withdrawn based 

on a committee’s unfavorable review.  The following is a list of these bills. 

Bill Status Summary 
Date of 

Last 
Action 

Last Action 

HB433 
and 
SB853 

Versions 
Passed in 
House and 
Senate 

Altering the eligibility requirements for an individual to be certified by 

the Maryland Police Training and Standards Commission as a police 

officer to require an individual to be either a United States citizen or a 

permanent legal resident of the United States who is an 

honorably discharged veteran of the United States armed forces 

and has applied to obtain United States citizenship; providing the Act 

may not be construed to establish a cause of action against a law 

enforcement agency for failure to hire a person who is not a U.S. 

citizen 

4/6/2019 Amended by both houses, but 
not all wording has been 
reconciled.  Wording has not 
been reconciled, thus not 
passed by end of this session. 

HB1093 Versions 
Passed in 
House and 
Senate 

Including income from certain death benefits within a certain 

subtraction modification allowed under the Maryland income tax for 

certain military retirement income; and applying the Act to all 

taxable years beginning after December 31, 2018 

4/5/2109 Amended by both houses, but 
not all wording has been 
reconciled.  Wording has not 
been reconciled, thus not 
passed by end of this session. 



SB95 Versions 
Passed in 
House and 
Senate 

Changing the name of the Recreational License Donation Fund to the Healing 
Hunting and Fishing Fund; extending the termination date for certain provisions 
of law establishing the recreational license donation program and authorizing 
the Fund to be used for grants to certain eligible sponsor organizations that 
provide recreational hunting or fishing opportunities for Gold Star recipients or 
certain disabled persons. 

  Amended by both houses, but 
not all wording has been 
reconciled.  Wording has not 
been reconciled, thus not 
passed by end of this session. 

HJ11 Passed House 
and sent to 
Senate 

Designating March 13 as Women Veterans Day. 4/5/2019 No record if Senate 
Education, Health, and 
Environmental Affairs ruled 
before session deadline. 

SB777 Passed House 
and Senate 

Exempting from the property tax under certain circumstances dwelling 

houses owned by certain disabled active duty service members; 

requiring a disabled active duty service member to apply for the 

exemption and provide to the supervisor of assessments for a county a 

certain certification of disability; authorizing a county or municipal 

corporation to authorize, by law, a refund to a disabled active duty 

service member under certain circumstances; applying the Act to tax 

years beginning after June 30, 2019; etc. 

4/5/2019 Amended by both houses, but 
not all wording has been 
reconciled.  Wording has not 
been reconciled, thus not 
passed by end of this session. 

SJ5 Passes Senate 
and house 

Designating July 27 as Welcome Home Korean War Veterans Day; 

and providing that the designation is an appropriate way for the State 

to properly thank and honor its members of the United States armed 

forces for their service and sacrifice during the Korean War. 

4/42019 Amended by both houses, but 
not all wording has been 
reconciled.  Wording has not 
been reconciled, thus not 
passed by end of this session. 

HB684 Passed by 
House 

Establishing an income tax checkoff for voluntary contributions to the 

Maryland Veterans Trust Fund; requiring the Comptroller to include 

a checkoff on the individual income tax return; requiring the 

Comptroller to collect and account for contributions made through the 

checkoff and to credit the proceeds to the Fund after deducting the 

amount necessary to administer the checkoff; applying the Act to 

taxable years beginning after December 31, 2018;  

3/15/2019 To Senate Budget and 
Taxation Committee 

HB1322 
- See 
SB294 

No action by 
committees 

Phasing out, over certain taxable years, the limitation on the amount of certain 
military retirement income that may be subtracted from federal adjusted gross 
income for Maryland income tax purposes. 

2/15/2019 No action since February: 
considered dead for this 
session. 



HB1199 
- See 
SB413  

No action by 
committees 

Increasing, from $15,000 to $20,000, a subtraction modification 

under the Maryland income tax for certain military retirement 

income under certain circumstances and for certain retirement 

income attributable to a resident's employment as a correctional 

officer, a law enforcement officer, or a fire, rescue, or emergency 

services worker; allowing a subtraction modification under the 

Maryland income tax for certain surviving spouses of certain qualified 

retired public safety employees under certain circumstances; etc. 

2/12/2019 No action since February: 
considered dead for this 
session. 

HB537 Intro Allowing a $3,000 subtraction modification under the Maryland income 

tax for certain veterans who are discharged or released under 

honorable circumstances from active military, naval, or air service of 

the United States; applying the Act to taxable years beginning after 

December 31, 2018. 

2/5/2019 No action since February: 
considered dead for this 
session. 

SB294 - 
See 
HB1322 

Intro Removing the limitation on the amount of military retirement 

income that may be subtracted from federal adjusted gross income 

for State income tax purposes; and applying the Act to taxable years 

beginning after December 31, 2018. 

2/1/2019 No action since February: 
considered dead for this 
session. 

SB357 Intro Expanding eligibility for a property tax exemption for the 

dwelling house of a disabled veteran to include veterans with a 

service connected disability of at least 80%; and applying the Act 

to taxable years beginning after June 30, 2019. 

2/1/2019 No action since February: 
considered dead for this 
session. 

SB865 Withdrawn Designating certain individuals as Maryland Military Veterans; 

establishing that a Maryland Military Veteran is not entitled to 

certain benefits, rights, or privileges applicable to certain veterans; 

establishing that a Maryland Military Veteran designation is separate 

from the entitlements due to certain veterans; requiring the Governor 

to annually commemorate Maryland Military Veterans on Maryland 

Day; and authorizing the use of the State flag in certain burial 

services. 

3/20/2019 Unfavorable Report by 
Education, Health, and 
Environmental Affairs; 
Withdrawn 

HB916 Withdrawn Requiring the Military Department to provide assistance equal to 100% of the 
remaining cost of in-State tuition, after any institutional waiver, for any active 
member of the Maryland National Guard who meets certain eligibility 
requirements. 

3/15/2019 Unfavorable Report by 
Appropriations; Withdrawn 

 



We are grateful that last year the General Assembly passed legislation that exempted the first $15,000 of military pension 

from state taxes.  Despite support for raising or eliminating the cap this session, none of these bills passed this session.  

We hope that this effort, as well as other proposed legislation that failed this year, will be introduced again next year. 


